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Bullder Tim Powell had the wertical cedar tongue-and-groove siding spaclally
milied Tor the Johnsans' harme.

uggling work with family life can be wuogh for even the most organized,

derail-driven of us. Bor when vou work for a family-owned business,

|-.|.-:'|'||:|'|'t: all Vamr halls in che air gELs even I.-:|'.|.|__"|'|-::I'. *Theres no such
I|'|i|'|_L' b T | '-.':|||.':|Ii-:|||." :|:'-:'-:||-:|i|'|!1 (4} .||:-|'.[-:||'|1'|~\.-'|11, il E1r:|1.".'|1|.' INVEsTON '-'.hl.l‘\.L:
!_'.I.'l-'.!l!_"L'[I'ILI"'. with extended I':|.|I||'.:|.' |'I'|.'|.||||'|'|I|_l. [REFTY AT T oA Hitisi-
ness meetings, With three voung children and a demanding schedule, Joc
and his wife Jill hegan plouing a second home where they could escape
the rigors of the work-a-day world. “We wanted a place where just my wile
and children and | eould he 'In!_J-.'Illl.'r." e HIVE,
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Sandsione boulders tofn Napaiea E;%;:
Michigan, addeemph Tothe Rgma's %

low =-rmatrtenancd landscape, which
features deerresistant pérenmals
sirch as black-eyed Susans Bhd phiox

THe Home's whimsical tawed allers
MS0-deqres viaws ol e surrounding

wontlands and fialds,
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Multiple window groupings take
advantage of the views, bit the
sturdy oak timbers lend a reassur
ng senge of strength when neigh-
poring corates howl at night. A
comfortable [eatnes ‘dofa and chair
cozy ug o the limestona fireplace,
which |8 @ccenkad by a stifl-life
painting el

14 TINBER FRAME WOMES FRLL 2204

_—-ms e e ey




Mudtiple window groupings take
advantage of the views, but the
sturdy cak timbers lend & reassiin
ng senge of strength when meigh-
poring copotes hiow! at night. A
comfortable [eathes dofa and chair
cozy ugito khe limestonea fireplace,
which |s accentad by a stifl-life
painting by Jdi
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But just & the path to mainaining
successful business can be lesa ehan
smesth, the road wo the Johnsons® dream
refreat began a5 a rather bampy ride.

[z first proshlem was a lack of avail
able land within drving distance of ther
miain residenee in southeastern Michigan.
"W didn't want 1o ‘\.|II.':IIE our e tray
B |illlﬂ—'-- e wanted i -..||.|_-|||| LU e |":.'.l|:_lh
someplace.” Joe savs. “Bur mose of the
really grear places around here are sl
owned by Ermers who aren't interesoed
il selling."

Just when their dream of o privare
cetreal seemed to have run our of gas
they found a Farmer willing o hear their
les. The property in question was an
unspoiled parcel st ougside the 60,000-
nere Pinckney State Recreation Area,
“This farmmer was omly the second owner
simpee it was land-granted by President
McKimley," Joe says. “When we mer with
his family, they basically interviewed we”
he recalls with a chisckle, After cighn nail-
batingr manths, the Johnsons finally goo
their answer. “They came back and said,
'K, yon pass!” =

Their next step was o enlist Mark
Melchi and Ron Thamas, principal ar-
chiteots ac Archetvpe Ine, in Ann Arbor,
Michigan, to find a suitable building sive
on their newfound acreage, Alter con-
aidering nearly a dozen different scenar-
10, I|'u':l- decided ws create an ;l|l|:ll'-.-l|.'||
from a gently undularing gravel road.
Ihis sleepy back foad leads, in e, o a
winding hillside deiveway thar ehrends
its way through pasture and wooslland
hefore finally revealing the howse nested
in the middle of 160 acres of wetlands
and Il=-||i'.'|.|.' wiodlancls,

*In's kind of a drumatic way to arrive
b the hewse™ Reon explams, “Its o very nat
ural sgeot, Becanse 16% near the middle of
the property and 15 comeenled from view
as wou agproach it fronm the road,”

"|||I|.'n-|||'.p_|:.' |'1|||||:_'|'." Joe adds,
fwhen we finally pcked the spot, it urmed
ot to be liverally on top of the sie's ong-
inal 1584k Bnnhonss, which barmed down
in the early part of the cenmony, Whamever

the Arst owners lked abour the site—the
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really good views, the way it carches the
brecze—appealed to us, oo

Ciiven this pristing woodland set-
ting, a timber frame seemed the natoral
choice, “I've worked in a lot of old com-
mercial buildings thar were mber-
fraimeel, and Jill and [ very much like the
style,™ Jose explains.

T aeldivion to architvectural expen-
iz oof Mark and Bon, who together had
helmed several renovations ar Jos and
Jill's main resadence, the team gradually
m.'|:|.=|1|.||:i| te imelacle Connie Seiser, '|:rrl.r;i-
ect cin IFI.I i:ll.ﬂ“ﬂr il I{I'I".'I'IH.'IH! J .iJII I]L'I'
Framing in Blesfield, Michigan, and Tim
Povwell, owmer of Handeralfted Homes
Ine,, a kigh=end custom-home builder
based in Saline, Michigan.

'l'h{:ul_rh this was rthe first nmber
frame bor “Tim, Mark and Bon, Bieedend
has been perfecting s crafe for 25 vears.
“There was a cedlalwmnion wrth the tem-
ber framers,” Mark says. “They were
grear in terms of showing us their provess
and how they cur their timbsers.”

*I'he team we pust together o along
Farmously,” adds Tim. “1 think that's what
made the final product what it 15."

Model of Success

Thar firal produce, completed over a span
of 10 months, is a 3, 9M-square-foot,
three-bedroom, four-bath nmber frame,
enclosed in Biverbend's enerpy-efficien:
Insulspan panels. The home's massive
crik posts and beams, which are held to-
gether by mortise-and-tenon joinery and
affixed with kiln-dried cak peps, give the

& graceful spiral stalrcase leads to a glassed-in observatlon tower. “It's a great
place to watch the weather and the wiidiife,” says Joe, who has spotted fox,
coyote, deer, hawks, owls and majestic sand hill cranes on his 160-acre farm,
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TOP AMD ABOVE: An ingentous, window-filled inlterior wall insulates Jil and Jos
Johnzans daughter's bedroom from noise rom the great room below without
blocking light or views of the cathedral ceiling. French doors lead to an interior
balcony, giving her a dramatic space to call her own.

3 TIMEBER FRAWE HOMES Ll 2004

new home the avra of an old-fshioned
Earshewse that’s withstood the tess of time.
strategically placed windows ke ad-
vantagre of the views and fill the home
with hight. Though it boases scaning cathe-
dral ceilings in the grear room, creating a
striking sensation of space, cach room was
deliberarely scaled vo human-sized pro-
pisrmians. In fact, after viewing the initial
balwegerints, the Johnsons asked e archi-
tects to subtrace 2 feet from every side.

"'|'|'I-t_l.' didn’t want o overlauld this
howse, ™ Mark explains, “becavse they may
want to add a bunk howse 1o host larger
family groups, with connecting footpaths
o boardwalks in the Foture.”

"They also wanted it to be easy to
take care of,” Ron nodes. 5o, in addition
Bk kﬁ.ﬁ.‘[lillﬂ' thie lonie tos o :nnnngv—.'llnli_' AT,
the Johnsony selected exterior materials,
such as a metal rood and window casings,
as well as cedar shingrles ancl sishing that
coald busth stamd ugs to Michigan's harsh
climate and age gracefully.

et bor all tee home's pracucality, it
also rife with w]tiluxi-:'.al I:|1|.|rl'|.c5 |:|1;1'|: ap-
peal ot only w0 the children, botr also to
the coneple’s inner child. The boys' bed-
v, for example, features a ladder bead-
ings o the Joft, “Tt became sor of a linde
feart ugs there," Mark says. The Johnsons”
daughter enjoys a theatrical Julier-sryle
.Inll.'l:lll:f' ||'|lEr]|H.|I:iI'Ilg| I.'"HJ gT;.“.tr FiHIrm ||_|!-\.1
off her second-Hoor bedroom., French
doors ogeen to the halcony, completing a
lintle gird’s fantasy room while giving dad
a pluce tohave some fun. *That's where 1
give my State af the Union/Srane of the
Family address" Joe jokes,

But for all of the homes charserer, the
st Fanciful Festure & the mwer, aocessed
by 0 spiral staircase, " Thar's the plece w0 sit,
hecaese il hawe a Jodi-degree view, and
youi can see for more than half a male,” Joe
says, It like a tree house.™ He keeps a
pair of hinoculars handy o spy on the
wildlife—fox, coyote, deer and birds of all
kinds, iJI-l.'|.I.I.d.iI:'|__=.; the giant sand hill cranes
fior whiichs dhee Jolinsons named therr home,

Sard Hill Crauwe Fanm s Rdl of fon, im-
triging features to be sure, bot the hogse
alsa is notble fos what it lacks, “Tt has no



The Johnsons' home incorporates
many fanciful elements designed ta
spark the imaginations of thelr chii-
dren, such as a vaulted loft accessed
by a ladder in the boys' bunk room.

rackin, mi 1Y, o electronacs, Crae 6 ysie old
says, 1oa're ruining my lifel” 7 Joe savs
with a baugh. "But the rest of the Baimily
1s infanzted with going dhere. We've got
a hig stack of hay bales the kids can cdlimb
o and use a8 wrgets for archery practice.
Every time we go, we come back with
some creature the kids have cought—n
shke o a turtbe oF a |'||||:,:_"

Fhey're less than 90 minutes from
home, but when the Juhnsons spencd tme
ar their omber-framed Sirimn, Joe feels ke
he’s a million miles awny. “The phone
diocsn't ring, becase nods Hl:.' kneras wa'pa
here. We don’t get mail. There’s no LIPS
man. There are ko of animal nosses; b
otherwise, itk waally silent. W wouldn's do
anything different,” he savs af las fmily's

getaway, “Tes perfect.” |

HOME DETAILS

W Package price; 5140,000

B Sguare fooctage: 3,500

B Timber producer; Riverbend Timber
Framing
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